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An Invitation

For several generations
scholars havve focused atten-
tion on the corplex relation-
ships betwreen torman beings,
their religions, and Earth’s
Irving systerns. This area of
vy intensified be ginring
in the 1960s. In 1990 Diavid
Barmhill and Engene Bianchi
proposed a “Relizion and
Eeology™ sroup to the
Lroerican Beaderny of relig-
1o, which provided fertile
ground for the increasing
rreber of scholars gravitat-
ing to the field. By the end
of the decade the World
Religions and Eeolo gy con-
ferences were held at Har-
vard, followed closelsy in the
subsecuent years by the
Harvard Unrrersity press
series based on thern. Thas
ocourred as the rurber of
scholarly books and articles
devoted to such subject mat-
ter imereased, and was com-
plermented in the early 21°

discipline together. The
Forurn on Religion and Ecol-
ogy has plaved a significant
posittve role in this re gard,
and its Cavadian offspring
hias already gaired signifi-
cant traction. Iiearwlale, a
European Network on Relis-
1on and Ecolo gy is neeobed
in sitnilar landmark work in
Europe.

&1 of thiz is to the good bt
there atill iz 1o acholarly,
rnerebership soclety to advo-
cate for the field as a fleld.
Lpart fror the religion and
ecology sections (and a feur
others that capture religion,
ecology, and nature thernes)
there are fewr oocasions for
scholars working on these
izgues to interact. The SAE
hias raany constrants (there
iz no place for e xtended
dizouzsion of either sanes,
collaborattee research, teach-
ing challenges, and so on,

fascinating and iraportant
nevr field, we wonld like to
inwvite you to discuss with s
the irwvention of a Society
that wonld take up this chal-
lerige.

Professor Ilark Wallace of
Swrarthrnore College has
gracionsly agreed to host
such a discussion at his carn-
pus, which iz only a short
train ride away frorn the

& &R coreention site, on the
day before the L8R, Mean-
while, the faculty and gradu-
ate studerts of the graduate
prograrm in “Religion and
Mature™ at the Unmeersity of
Florida wonld also welcorme
anyrone mterested to aplan-
ning roeeting for this
Swarthraore event, which
conld be hield v Al or
Dl 2005 or even in Sep-
tervhbier. Such free plaming
conld ocour over e-rnail
atnong interested parties, but

- 3 and ecpually frustrating, there wioald be both raore pleasant
Comiiey Wﬂh it Enyciope iz little way to add to our and efficient face-to-face.
diz of Religion and Mafure, 3 L
blished i, sarls 2005 corrversation partners those The Religion and Mature
B ¥ : whoze privaary diseplinary prograr conld take care of
These works drew on and horaes and insights corae the or-site costs (and poesi-
engaged decades of scholarly fror beyond religions stud- bl some travel expenses) if
and popadar reflection on the ies. interested scholars thought
texms hetween religion, such a pre-rneeting would
culture and ecology. The M?rg.rtlung ox iemc'm ':':'&It:;i ke serse, and wold com-
last decade and a half alone E e mit the time to come. Please
has hieen rernarkable for this interdisciplmary venue to contact us soon to express
; : present work and collshorate : : :
rapidly growing fleld. : Tt ot the wowr interest or intention to
; LTS VAT Ak attend one of the teo pre-
L1 least as early as the mid- field to each to its next level. T :
; ; ary raeetings by send-
19903z schiolars engaged in If wron share such feelings . A
thiz work discussed whether and desire more scholarly Ing an email to:
there was more they could contact with those whose soci 1eliz .coom
do, as scholars, to drawr the passions are aroused by this
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Teilhard Events, 2005

Beginning in April 2005, the bivetican
Teilhard £gsociation in corjunction with
the French and British Teilhard & ss0cia-
tions will hold a series of conferences col-
lectmely called: “Teilhard 2005 Cor-
mernorating the S0% Ammiversary of Teil-
hiard’s Death.”™ These are cosponsored with
the Harvard Form on Religion and Ecol-
ogy, UHESCD, and the United Mations

Ervrironmment Prograrane (UHER).

The corrnernoration willbe launched with
two major syreposintns at the Trited Ma-
tions on April 7% and 2% in the Trusteeship
Couneil Chareber. & prineiple therne of
these events is that our present challenge is
to actmeate a broader trusteeship for a sus-
tainable future for the Earth Corganity.
Speakers include the Mobel Lanreate, Wan-
gari Mlaathai Steven Rockefeller, Chair,
Earth Charter Drafting Cormmittee, Ilichel
Camdessus, former dirvector of the Interma-
tional hlonetary Fund (IWVE) and Bertrand
Collorh, the director of the World Busineas

Couneil on Sustainahle Developiment.

& special celebration of Teilhard’s thought
and the Epic of Evolution will be held on

Lipril 9% at the Cathedral of 5t. John the
Dirvire with the rusic of Paul Winter.
Speakers include Brian Swirnrae, author of
The Untverse Story and Sr. Helen Prejean,

author of Dead Man Walking,

In addition to these events, other lectures
and panel presentations will be held at
Fordham Unreersity, Georgetown Unmver-
sity, lona College, Ilarist College, and
Chestrut Hill College. For further informa-

tion please see woznw teilhard ojb net

FORUN ON RELIGION AND ECOLOGY

The Forar has completed the 10 volarmes
on World Beligions and Ecology and the 10
armotated bibliographies of the world reliz-
ions. It has also posted a major annotated
bibliography of the holistic sciences. In
addition it has docurnented on the web site
inforrnation on 100 religiously based grass-
roots ervirormental projects. It is assisting
with a filrn called “Fenewal”™ that will high-

light many of these projects.

Visit the Forum's website at bp )
erpirontnent havveard. edufre izionS

toin htral for indormation on their poblica-
tions and on intersecting disciplines
(grience, ethics, gender, public policy and
econotics), and upcorning events.

-Mary Fvelyn Tucker

Mary Evelyn Tucker, Fresident of the
Teilhard Association, and co-founder
af the Forurn on Religion and Ecology

Encyclopedia of Religion and Nature Released

Good news! s those of vou who atended
the Religion and Feolo gy mmeeting for busi-
ness at the A&F in San Antonio are awrare,
the Enepelopedia of Religion and Nafure is
being released (in Miarch 2005 in Earope
and hlary in the T1.5. and the rest of'the
world), Such an enornous project has
taken a truly collahoratrve effort atong
scholars and others who contributed their
expertize to bring the two-solurme encielo-
pedia to its final form. One of the tridby
remarkahle facets of this encyclopedia s
the drversity of materials it brings together.
In addition to contributions from top reli-
gions scholars dealing with religions that
span the globe, the encyclopedia also covvers
topics ranging from shamanista to biore-
gionalistn, from avarchy to ecofeminisra,
frorm ecopsychology to ervironrmental eth-
ics, from biographical pieces to geographi-
cal and conceptual pleces. & list of all one

thongand entries can be found at

wanr relizionandnature cora, as well as the
volurne s introduction and sore saraple
entties. In mary ways, the encyelopedia
tiot oxdy includes diverse representation
topically, it also cuts across disciplines,
taghlighting rary areas of e xploration and
broadenihg the corsersation between schol-
arly fields. The Society for Feliginn, Ha-
ture, and Culture will no doubt serve to
errich this corrersation, as well as point
out areas that need further attention and
tesearch. &g is evident in the more histon-
cally-oriented pieces in the encyelopedia,
the ranltiple relationships betoween religion
and the natural world have deep roots and
lend thersebres to interdisciplinary efforts.
The encyelopedia is one additional step in
putting this discussion in public view, so
that this corrersation can continue to bear
fimit.

-Gavin Fan Horn, Universify of Florida

Eron Taylor, University of Florida,
Editor-in-Chief of the ERN
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New Horizons on Nature, Culture and Religion

In the fall of 2003, the Unneersity of Cali-
formda, Santa Bathara launched an exciting
geries of interdisciplinary events aitved at
understanding, imterpreting, and re-
ervisioning concepts of nature, science, and
religion. The program, entitled Mew Visions
of Mature, Scietice, and Religion, seeks to
establish strong charnels of dialogue across
traditional disciplinary bourdaries that chal-
lenge the disparate wass that “nature™ is
understood. With generous funding from
the Terapleton Foundation, Professor Jim
Proctor of the UCEE Department of Geog-
rapler is directing the lectures, research
projects, workshops, public dialogues, con-
ferenices, and publication efforts that to-
gether form the New Visions program.

Hature is a much-ghused word today, con-
Juring up itnages of untrarneme led wilder-
ness far reraoved from both scientific re-
gearch and religious institutions. In its refer-
ence to the bioplersical world, nature has
been irnroked by scientists to reject reli-
gious or "supernaturalistic” explanation, bt
it also gerves as a cornon sacred groand
for theologians and scientists oriented to-
wrard “ecospirituality. ™ In its reference to
hoarvar nature, the concept has been nsed to

explain everything fror the theological

doctrine of gin to the binlogical basis of
religion. The goal of the Mew Visions Pro-
gramy, then, is to create productive dialogue
between a varety of disciplinary ap-
proaches to nature, finding cormmonalities,
as well as differences, between languages
nsed to engage nature thronghout the acad-
erny. This atternpt to generate interaction
between disciplinary approaches to nature
serves another purpose: to futher the sci-
ence religion dialogue. Working in a multi-
dizciplinary cortext, the Mew Visions pro-
gram seeks to critically exarine the meta-
phiors and concepts deployred by science and
religion to take on their aveas of meuiry.

The first forraal event took place in Cetober
2004, when 15 core participant scholars
frorm around the world congre gated in Santa
Bathara to begin a collaborative writing
project. The group included mathernati-
ciats, philosophers, prirnatologists, theolo-
gians, plereicists, ecologists, geographers,
ethizists, and historans, who will meet
again in the fall of 2005 to solidify their
efforts. This publication effort iz bound to
be exciting: the collection of essays will
tackle ssues including the roalleability of
nature, nature as culture, esolutionary im-
ages of rature, nature as ernergent and

Nation's Independent Schools
Strive Toward Sustainability

The United Hations has declared
"sustainability" as its therne for next dec-
ade. Following this theratic trend, the
Mational Association of Independent
Schools decided on "sustainability” as its
therre for this wear and this topic will be the
foens of Febrary's MATS conference in San
Diego. Lg David Streight, the divector of
(5EE {The Couneil for Spiritual and Ethi-
cal Education) e xplains, "Sustainability iz
an ethical and spiritual issue, in addition to
its gocial and scientific irgplica-

tions". School cormrmumities can prowide
rnodels for Iving more sirmply, incloser
harrnony with nature and in greater consid-
eration for howr one npacts the

wiorld. With this in mind, Streight ernd-
sioned creating a booklet with pragrmatic
suzgestions for schools to implement as
ther consider how to practice sustainability
more effectiely. The goal was to ensure

that heads of schools left the conference
with not ondy new knowledge, but with the
ahility to go beyond the theoretical thetorie
of sustainability and actually instizate
changes in their institutions.

The degree to which independent schools
hive adopted practices that reflect a corn-
itrnent to sustamability (on their campuses
and in the curriculura) varies actoss the
nation. But, no matter where a school falls
along this continuurr, there are always ways
to make these comgnunities more " green.”
This booklet sugzests easy ways for schools
to hegin if they are just starting to consider
this izsue, but 1 also offers additional ideas
to schoals that wonld like to itaprosee and
bnild on their exdsting practices if they al-
ready have some of the basics in place.

matheratically cormplez, and the sacrality
of nature.

Draring the wirter of 2004, the Newr Visions
endesvor offered the first of several gradu-
ate level courses on an interdisciplinaty
studsr of metaphors for ratare, L under-
graduate course on the same topic is our-
rently being offered, and is available to the
public online. Jaroary and February of 2005
will see two public dialogues, the first fea-
turing Princeton biologist Sitnon Lewvin and
BIT science scholar Bvelym Fox Eeller on
the topie “Ecology, Corplexdty, and Ileta-
phor”™ The second will feature ¥ork Tni-
versity cognithe sclentist Evan Thompeon
and Erory priratologist Franz de Waal
speaking to the topic “Prirnates, hlonks, and
the Ivlind " In addition to an anvnal gradu-
ate student research corgpetition, the New
Visions prograr also will host visiting
professos in the winter and spring of 2005
and 2006, &1 of these events, each aimed at
fostering interdisciplinary collaboration,
will culrnirvate it a major international con-
feretice in the spring of 2006, Further infor-
rnation is availdble online at:

WA e wlsions uosh edi

-Eyan Berry, UCLE

Jim Froctor, Dept. of Geography, IC
Santa Barbara

This project was financed by CSEE, with
asgistance frorn the Fonmm on Religion and
Ecology. Ilerrbers of CSEE and RSISS
(Religions Studies in 5 econdary Schools)
were hosted by the Palmer-Trinity School
in Mliared, FL while they worked to corapile
the 40 page guide that willbe distributed to
heads of independent schools at the Febr-
ary conference. & more complete on-line

wersion will also be available for use.
-Bridgetie O Brien, Universiy of Florida
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Religion and Ecology at lowa State University

Iowa Stateis mowving forward with ex-
citing envircnrmental education pro-
grams. First, wehaweadded twonew
courses this year Relizionand Ecology
and an interdisciplinary, tearm -taught
course called Feligion and Agriculhural
Sustainahility. The latter is co-listed
with Religious Studies and Ag, Systerns
Technology in the college of Agricul-
ture. Second, Faren Kessel
[Anthrnpulnﬁyj and Thosted a po-
siurmn in April 2004at IS0 entitled En-
vironment: Fersonal as Folitical --
Wornen, Food and Environgrertal Eth-
icg, Third, formal “greening” at 130
started last yearafter a wist from Pegay

Barlett, an anthropologist from

Emory whn:u ran a seminar on g;reenjng

the college g. This gr

works mth ﬁ ; students and staff

{aswell as the aurroun ding community)

tovrand carnpus sustainability, Cur re-

cent {and biggest) success was getting

greening language inserted into IS0

Imission staternent. Finally,and

mu:ust inneorrative, is the developrment of
arn with our Cutdoor Recrea-

t1|3na Services program in which stu-

dents can enroll in a surorner prn:ugram

in sornething ke backpac

tain biking, or kaj.ralmg that W]jl he

paired with a course such as Religion

and Ecology. This is based largely on
the NOLE (Mational Cutdoor Leader-
ship&choal) concept, and will ke a
travel course, Students will recefe
credits in the academic course aswell
asa 'sport' and leadership course as
wrell. Te'll begin this summer 2006,

and once we get the prototype and blue-

print established other faculty can de-
velop paired courses, depending

on acadernic and outdoor interest.
-Whitney Sanford, Jowa State Univer-
sty

Religion and Ecology at Drew University

Direwr Untversity has several avennes for the
study of religion and ecology. Doctoral
students can apply to the Graduate Drvision
of Beligion of the Caspersen Schiool of
CGrraduate Studies in either the Religion and
Society frea towork with Lanrel Fearns,
or to the Theology and Philosoplsr firea to
work with Catherine Feller. In addition to
these two scholars, many of the facults
birve & cornrudtraent to working with stu-
dents in religion and ecology. We currently
birve 10 doctoral students in varions stages
of their prograra working on religion and
ecology-related topics in biblical studies,
ethics, socinlo gy of religion and theology.
Lanre] Kearns is cwrrently co-chair of the
Belizion and Ecolo gy Growg of the Amer-

can B eade iy of Beligion.

Religion and Nature Program launches F.O.R.E.S.T.

In order to highlight this srowing fisld,
Direwr hiosts at least one ecology and religion
speaker each sernester. This spring both
Elizabeth Johnzon and Mark Wallace will
he speaking at Drew and meeting with in-
terested students. Inthe fall of 20035, Keller
and Kearns will be hosting the 5th An-

tmal Drew Transdisciplinary Theological
Colloguinm, this year focusing on EcoSo-
plhda: Religion, Deraocracy and Earth. This
will be preceded by a one day public con-
ference on Septernber 30th featuring Rose-
mary Radford Ruether, Mary Evelpn Tucker
and Jay MeDaniel. Contact Rick Bohannon
for further details at thoharmno@drew edu.
Within the Direw Theological School, stu-
dents i the lasters of Theological Studies
ot the Dioctor of Tlindsty prograrn can
chooge to focus on the OO0 Charch

iGretting out of Dioors), fornerly knowm as
the Freening fhe Church-emvironmenial
mimisiries track. Students in any degree
prograra car also apphy for an internship to
work with GreenFaith--Interfaith Partrers
for the Frearonment (ananer greenfaith org)
or to work at a "green” clorch to help them
understand the process of "greening the
church. " Toward this sarme end, Direwr
Theological Schiool, in corjunction with the
United IWethodist General Board of Higher
Eduration and Winistry and the General
Board of Discipleshap, offers a five-

conrse certific ation prograr, Wlasters or D).
lin, entitled Common Ground with a focus

ot Carap, Covference and Retreat Ilivastry

-Laurel Eegrns, Drew Universily

The Untversity of Florida's graduate pro-
grarn in Religion and Hature, in cooperation
with the wider science, history, and ecology
corraunities, are please to announce the
creation of FOREST (The Florida Organd-
zation on Relizion, Ersdronmental Science,
and Technologyyy. FOREST is the recent
recipient of a Iletanesms Institute Tocal
Societies Initiatiee grant. This new local
schiolarly and corarrumnity society is an or-
ganization of interdisciplinary scholars,
graduate students, secondary school teach-
ers devoted to facilitating research, debate,
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and the dissernination of diverse perspec-

trves at the intersections of religion, nature,
culture, science, tectmnlogy, and ethics. The

wision here is to contrbute sigrificantly to
the public’s understanding of the insights

and challenges bronght on by conteriporary

science, and how religion, science, and
ethics are intertwined through a “Lunch and
Lecture Series,” working with local com-

F@ REST

ity gronps, secondary school educators,

workshops and possible corderences.

-diam Snpder, The Universify of Flovida
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Other Programs Drawing on the Religion and Nature Trope

*Dan Spericer at the University of Ton-
tatia iz again teaching a course on “The
Greening of Religion: Feligior, M ahae
atd the Envitorunert,” and iz also creat-
iz a uniner course oty “Eftdes, Fire and
Wilderness: Ethical Issues in Ecological
Restoration.

#The University of Hawaii has an Eco-
logical Anthropology Frogram (EAF)
which offers special graduate certifi-

cates to students from several ather
area studies prograrns. Other relevant
prograrms at UH include Global Envi-
ronmetital Science, Matural Resources
and Envircnrmental Management,
Dcean and Earth Science and Technoal-
oy, the Marine Options Prograrm, Bnvi-
ronmetital Studies Certificate, Resource
Managermnent Certificate, Bthnobotany
Program, and the Evdutionary Ecology
and Conservaticn Biology Program. In
addition, the program alzo offers a con-
centration in Spiritual Boology.

# WWhile not offering degrees specifically
focused on “religion and ecology,” or
“religion and nature” Marthvrestern
University, Syracuse University,and the
University of California at Sanfa Bar-
bara allhave faculty that supervise shi-
dents in these areas. Cther theological
institutions that allow such foci are
Direvr Divinitsy School and the Graduate
Theological Union.

News From the Canadian Forum on Ecology and
Religion

The Canadian Foram on Religion and
Ecology (CFORE) has been busy with
special events, inchiding most recently
presentations entitled Earth Spivit:
Conversations on Religion and Feol-
ogy, featuing Heather Eaton, co-chait of
CFORE, and Eco-Nightmare: Culpa-
hility, Responsihility and the Environ-
mental Crisis, in which CFORE steet-
it cottunittes member Stephen
Schatper disoussed four perspectives on
the crisis: scientific, Islatmic, Deep Eco-
logical, and Christian, o the Unrrersity
of Torordo. On Satardasy Ilarch 19 at
Halifax Grammar School, CFORE steering
corrnittes e mber Anne Marie Dalton
will chair a panel on faith responses to
errvironrnental issues including representa-

trves from Hindu, First Mations, Baha'y
Catholic and Iluslirn faiths. For more
mmformation on ary of these events, please
wisit the CFORE website at

hitp:fthanana cfore.ca, or emal therm at

cfore@syrapatico ca.
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In wildness les the preservation of
the world...

-Henry David Thoreau
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